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Constitution  of 
THE  FITCH  FAMILY  ASSOCIATION 
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Article  I — A ’ame 

The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be  The  Fitch  Family  Association. 

Article  II — Object 

The  object  of  the  Association  shall  be  to  promote  fellowship  among  the  de¬ 
scendants  of  the  Fitch  settlers  in  America;  to  help  one  another  in  living  up  to 
the  best  that  has  come  down  from  our  ancestors;  and  to  collect  and  preserve 
the  records  and  traditions  of  the  Fitch  Family — to  erect  fitting  memorials  for 
services  rendered  by  its  members  in  the  pioneer  work  of  this  country. 

Article  III — Membership 

Membership  in  the  Association  shall  be  open  to  any  descendant  of  Thomas 
Fitch,  of  Bocking,  County  Essex,  England,  whose  four  sons  settled  in  Connecticut ; 
to  any  descendant  of  Deacon  Zachary  Fitch,  of  St.  Albans,  County  Hertford,  Eng¬ 
land,  who  settled  at  Reading,  Mass.,  and  for  whose  family,  Fitchburg,  Mass., 
was  named;  or  to  descendants  of  any  other  person  bearing  the  name  of  Fitch 
who  shall  be  approved  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
to  the  husband  or  wife  of  any  of  the  persons  above  mentioned. 

Article  IV — Officers 

The  officers  shall  consist  of  a  president,  a  first  vice-president,  thirty  vice- 
presidents,  a  secretary  and  treasurer,  a  genealogist,  and  twelve  librarians,  their 
duties  being  such  as  are  defined  by  their  titles — subject  to  the  rulings  of  the 
Executive  Committee  which  shall  consist  of  all  the  officers  and  eight  others  to  be 
named  by  the  President. 

Article  V — Dues 

Sections  i.  Each  member  of  the  Association  shall  pay  to  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  an  initiation  fee  of  One  Dollar  ($1.00)  and  a  membership  fee  of  One 
Dollar  ($1.00)  per  year,  payable  at  the  beginning  of  each  year  following  the  year 
of  initiation. 

Section  2.  Membership  in  the  Association  shall  lapse  unless  the  payment  is 
made  within  six  months  of  the  time  when  notice  that  the  fee  is  due  is  sent  out  by 
the  Secretary,  but  may  be  restored  by  vote  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  the 
payment  of  back  dues. 

Section  3.  The  payment  of  Ten  Dollars  ($10.00)  at  one  time  shall  constitute 
the  payer  a  life  member,  not  subject  to  the  payment  of  future  dues.  The  income 
only  of  life  membership  fees  shall  be  used  for  current  expenses  of  the  Association. 

Article  VI — Amendments 

This  constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Executive 
Committee  at  any  regular  meeting. 
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THE  FITCH  FAMILY 
ASSOCIATION 


XT  has  been  pressed  upon  the  minds  of  certain  members  of  the  Fitch 
Family  in  America  that  some  effort  should  be  put  forth  to  make  more 
widely  known,  the  prominent  place  occupied  by  this  family  in  the 
religious,  political,  educational  and  pioneer  work  in  the  founding  of  this 
great  commonwealth. 

They  were  pioneers  in  the  West  as  wrell  as  the  East,  and  in  all  spheres 
of  life. 

The  great  work  accomplished  by  Mrs.  Ben  Johnson,  of  Kentucky — hav¬ 
ing  not  a  drop  of  Fitch  blood  in  her  viens — who  spent  twenty  years  in  per¬ 
sistent  effort  to  secure  for  John  Fitch  the  recognition  by  Congress  of  being 
the  inventor  of  the  steamboat,  should  arouse  us  to  greater  zeal  to  honor 
those  Fitches  who  have  wron  laurels  for  this  name. 

To  this  end,  a  meeting  of  a  few  members  of  the  Fitch  family  was  held 
on  December  4,  1928,  at  the  office  of  Francis  Emory  Fitch,  Inc.,  in  the  Fitch 
Building,  138  Pearl  Street,  New  York. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  unanimously  voted  that  a  Fitch  Family  Associa¬ 
tion  be  formed  at  once.  Officers  were  elected,  a  constitution  adopted,  initia¬ 
tion  fee  fixed  at  $1.00,  dues  at  $1.00  per  year,  and  life  membership  at  $10.00. 

Winchester  Fitch,  Esq.,  of  Newr  York  City,  was  elected  president;  John 
Knowles  Fitch,  of  Upper  Montclair,  N.  J.,  First  Vice-President,  and  Roscoe 
Conkling  Fitch,  of  Detroit,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Letters  were  then  sent  by  the  Secretary  to  a  list  of  Fitch  descendants 
who  have  shown  a  great  interest  in  this  effort,  inviting  them  to  act  as  officers 
of  the  national  organization.  The  officers  have  been  selected  so  that  all 
branches  of  the  Fitch  Family  would  be  represented  on  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  or  Council,  which  includes  all  of  the  officers. 

Now  that  the  permanent  organization  has  been  perfected,  all  members 
of  the  Fitch  Family  are  invited  to  become  members  of  The  Fitch  Family 
Association  and  assist  in  this  important  work.  Many  have  already  accepted. 

John  Fitch,  Inventor  of  the  Steamboat 
The  Fitch  Family  Association  will  also  take  a  militant  stand  in  securing 
national  recognition  of  John  Fitch  as  the  inventor  of  the  steamboat.  Through 
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the  efforts  of  Congressman  and  Mrs.  Ben  Johnson,  of  Bardstown,  Kentucky, 
both  the  Senate  and  House,  each  by  a  unanimous  vote,  approved  February 
12,  1926,  an  appropriation  of  $15,000  for  a  suitable  monument  to  John  Fitch. 
This  memorial  was  unveiled  with  impressive  ceremonies  on  May  25,  1927, 
and  stands  in  the  Public  Square  at  Bardstown. 

As  the  result  of  a  report  by  a  special  committee  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Connecticut,  convened  in  1887,  a  tablet  in  bronze  to  the  memory  of  John 
Fitch  was  ordered  and  placed  on  the  east  wall  of  the  north  entrance  to  the 
Capitol  Building  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  Thus  the  State  of  Connecticut  has 
taken  action  to  recognize  its  native  son,  John  Fitch  as  "the  first  in  the  world’s 
history  to  invent  and  apply  steam  propulsion  of  vessels  through  water." 

Trenton,  New  Jersey,  honors  John  Fitch  with  a  shaft  on  the  Delaware 
River,  where  his  steamboat  first  plied  to  Philadelphia.  John  Fitch  moved  to 
Trenton  from  his  native  Connecticut.  Later  he  moved  to  Bardstown,  Ky., 
and  died  there  of  exhaustion. 

It  now  remains  for  members  of  the  Fitch  Family  to  undertake  to  bring 
about  in  their  own  states,  the  changing  of  the  school  histories  to  teach  that 
John  Fitch  was  the  inventor  of  the  steamboat. 

Mrs.  Ben  Johnson  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Roscoe  Conkling  Fitch,  says: 

“I  worked  for  twenty  years  to  prove  that  John  Fitch  invented  the 
steamboat.  My  first  idea  was  to  get  a  monument  erected  to  him  by  popular 
subscription.  Later  it  occurred  to  me  that  more  honor  would  attach  to  his 
achievements  if  I  could  persuade  Congress  to  give  me  the  appropriation, 
thereby  settling  for  all  time  the  question  of  priority.  It  was  not  an  easy 
task;  even  the  members  from  Fitch’s  native  state  (Connecticut)  were  not 
acquainted  with  him.  I  sent  you  some  pamphlets  containing  my  presentation 
of  proof  to  the  Committee  of  Congress  in  1915  as  well  as  a  speech  made  by 
Mr.  Johnson  on  the  subject  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  his  measure. 

"I  am  in  no  way  related  to  the  Fitch  family,  although  Fitch  came  to  this 
County  (Bardstown,  Ky.)  with  my  Cox  ancestors  and  owned  many  hundred 
acres  of  land  at  Cox’s  Creek,  five  miles  from  here  (Bardstown).  Fitch  is  my 
“hobby,”  and  my  great  desire  has  been  to  have  him  recognized. 

“I  AM  NOW  WORKING  TO  HAVE  ALL  THE  STATES  PASS  THE  NECESSARY 
LEGISLATION  TO  HAVE  THE  SCHOOLS  TEACH  FlTCH  AND  NOT  FULTON.  I  HAVE  * 
BEEN  SUCCESSFUL  IN  GETTING  SUCH  A  LAW  HERE  (iN  KENTUCKY)  AND  OTHER 
STATES  HAVE  PLEDGED  TO  WORK  FOR  IT.  WlLL  YOU  AND  OTHER  FlTCHES 
HELP  ME  IN  THIS? 
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I  organized  the  John  Fitch  Chapter,  D.  A.  R.  over  twenty  years  ago; 
placed  a  small  marker  at  his  grave,  and  the  Chapter's  work  was  the  care  of 
the  old  cemetery  where  he  was  buried  in  Bardstown.  His  remains  now  rest 
in  a  sarcophagus  under  the  magnificent  monument  on  Public  Square 
(Bardstown).  As  “My  Old  Kentucky  Home"  wras  written  here  and  we  have 
many  things  of  historic  interest,  thousands  of  tourists  come.  I  am  told  my 
monument  causes  many  arguments.  So  I  have  placed  my  printed  proof  at 
public  garages,  filling  stations,  etc.,  w'here  all  may  read  and  be  convinced. 
These  are  free  distributions,  as  all  my  work  has  been." 

Following  is  the  resolution  passed  in  1926  by  the  Kentucky  Legislature. 
It  will  serve  as  a  model  for  members  of  the  Fitch  Family  in  calling  upon  their 
State  Representatives  and  Senators  to  have  similar  legislation  approved  in 
their  respective  states : 


Chapter  343.  Acts  1926  162897^ 

Senate  Resolution  No.  10 

Resolution  recognizing  John  Fitch  as  the  inventor  of  the  first  steamboat 
and  the  first  person  to  apply  steam  power  to  the  purposes  of  navigation  and 
recommending  the  teaching  in  public  schools  and  other  institutions  of  learn¬ 
ing,  maintained  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  State  of  Kentucky,  that  John 
Fitch  was  the  inventor  of  the  first  steamboat,  and  that  he  first  applied  steam 
power  to  the  purposes  of  navigation. 

Whereas,  the  United  States  government  and  several  states  of  this  union, 
granted  John  Fitch  the  exclusive  right,  many  years  before  his  death  in  seven¬ 
teen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  to  operate  his  steamboat  invention  within 
their  boundaries,  and, 

Whereas,  the  federal  government  has  recently  appropriated  money  to 
erect  a  monument  in  Kentucky  to  the  memory  of  John  Fitch  as  the  inventor 
of  the  first  steamboat,  and 

Whereas,  John  Fitch  adopted  Kentucky  as  the  State  of  his  residence 
and  spent  within  her  borders,  further  perfecting  his  invention,  the  closing 
years  of  his  life,  and  died  a  citizen  and  resident  of  this  Commonwealth  and 
was  buried  beneath  her  soil ;  now,  be  it  resolved  by  the  General  Assembly 
,  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky  : 

That  for  the  purpose  of  doing  justice  to  his  great  inventive  genius  and 
w’orld-wide  service  rendered  mankind,  we  recognize  John  Fitch  as  the  in¬ 
ventor  of  the  first  steamboat  and  the  first  person  to  apply  steam  power  to 
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the  purposes  of  navigation  and  recommend  that  it  be  taught  by  all  professors 
and  teachers  in  the  public  schools  and  other  institutions  of  learning,  main¬ 
tained  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  State  of  Kentucky,  that  John  Fitch  in¬ 
vented  the  first  steamboat  and  that  he  first  applied  steam  power  to  the 
purposes  of  navigation.” 

Approved  March  25,  1926. 


Governor  Wm.  J.  Fields  of  Kentucky  at  the  Unveiling  of  the  John 
Fitch  Memorial  in  Bardstown,  declared: 

"History  has  taught  us,  the  text  books  in  our  schools  have  taught  our 
children,  that  Robert  Fulton  was  the  inventor  of  the  steamboat,  and  the  public 
accepted  that  teaching  as  true.  Yet,  a  few  people  knew  that  it  was  not 
true,  and  knew  that  it  was  the  inventive  genius  of  Lieut.  John  Fitch,  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolutionary  War,  that  applied  steam  to  navigation  by  inventing, 
designing,  constructing  and  operating  a  steamboat  in  the  year  of  1785,  more 
than  twenty  years  before  the  ‘Clermont’  of  Fulton  plied  the  Fludson.” 

“One  thing  remains  to  be  done,  and  my  confidence  in  the  lofty 

PURPOSE  AND  INDOMITABLE  COURAGE  OF  THE  DAUGHTERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN 

Revolution  assures  me  that  it  will  be  done,  and  that  is  to  see  that 

HISTORY  IS  CORRECTED  AND  THAT  TEXTBOOKS  BE  MADE  TO  TEACH  THAT  FlTCH, 
RATHER  THAN  FULTON,  BE  CREDITED  WITH  THIS  WONDERFUL  INVENTION, 
WHICH  HAS  DONE  MORE  THAN  ANY  OTHER  TO  MOVE  CIVILIZATION  FORWARD 
AND  BRING  ALL  PARTS  OF  THE  GLOBE  INTO  ACTUAL,  PERSONAL,  FINANCIAL 
AND  COMMERCIAL  CONTACT.” 

Mrs.  Anthony  Wayne  Cook,  of  Pennsylvania,  honorary  President- 
General  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  closed  her  eloquent 
address  on  this  occasion  with  these  words: 

“I  like  to  think  too,  as  the  steam  propelled  vessels  of  the  world  ply  to 
and  fro  upon  the  water  ways  of  traffic,  that  in  the  spirals  of  steam  which 
keep  their  engines  steadily  throbbing  upon  their  appointed  course,  the  soul 
of  John  Fitch  is  gloriously  marching  on  to  happiness  and  contentment  in  his 
initial  part  and  just  share  of  the  world's  industrial  and  mechanical  develop¬ 
ment  which  were  denied  him  in  this  life." 

John  Fitch's  invention  of  the  steamboat  was  twenty-two  years  ahead  of 
Fulton. 

Dr.  John  Thornton  was  a  passenger  on  John  Fitch’s  steamboat  in  1787. 
His  certificate  to  that  effect  is  on  file  in  the  Congressional  Library  at  Wash- 
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ington.  Afterwards  Thornton  designed  the  United  States  Capitol  at  Wash¬ 
ington.  In  the  very  northeast  corner  of  the  Capitol  Building,  at  the  street 
floor,  is  a  fresco  picture  of  Fulton  looking  out  of  a  large  window  or  from  a 
balcony  at  a  steamboat.  His  name  is  just  beneath  the  picture. 

On  the  opposite  wall  of  the  same  room  or  corridor  is  a  fresco  picture  of 
John  Fitch,  dressed  like  a  mechanic,  at  work  making  a  boat.  John  Fitch’s 
name,  too,  is  just  beneath  his  picture. 

Congressman  Johnson  of  Bardstown  in  his  speech,  March  3,  19x5,  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  said : 

"As  Thornton  rode  on  Fitch’s  boat,  and  as  he  designed  the  Capitol, 
it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  he  made  provision  for  these  two  pictures  in 
order  to  show  to  posterity  the  claim  of  Fitch  as  the  real  inventor." 

Fulton  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Stanhope  in  November,  1793,  said: 

"In  June,  1793,  I  began  the  experiments  on  the  steamships." 

Fitch  History  in  America  Begins  in  1606 

The  Fitch  name  first  became  prominently  identified  with  the  history 
of  the  United  States  in  the  year  1606.  Capt.  Matthew  Fitch,  brave  and 
adventurous  master  of  a  ship,  was  one  of  the  party  which  went  to  Virginia 
in  1606-7  and  was  in  the  first  company  that  reached  the  Falls  of  the  River 
James,  now  Richmond,  Virginia,  in  1607.  He  was  drowned  at  sea  in  1609. 

Deacon  Zachary  Fitch,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  one  branch  of  the 
Fitch  Families  of  New  England,  came  from  St.  Albans,  County  Hertford, 
England,  to  Lynn,  Mass.,  about  1633,  but  about  1640,  settled  at  Reading, 
Mass.  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  was  named  in  honor  of  John  Fitch,  great-grandson 
of  Deacon  Zachary  Fitch,  in  honor  of  his  courageous  defense  of  his  block 
house  "fort"  during  the  French  and  Indian  War.  On  July  5,  1748,  the 
Indians  made  an  attack  on  Fitch's  fort  on  the  site  of  what  is  now  Fitchburg, 
Mass.,  killed  two  soldiers- then  on  duty,  made  captives  of  John  Fitch,  his  wife 
and  five  children  and  conducted  them  to  Canada  where  a  few  months  later 
they  were  exchanged  as  prisoners  of  war. 

Thomas  Fitch,  Esq.,  of  Bocking,  County  Essex,  England,  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  one  of  the  earliest  armorial  families  of  England  and  his  four 
sons  were  emigrant  ancestors  to  Connecticut  between  1638  and  1651.  County 
Hertford  adjoins  County  Essex,  but  no  connection  has  thus  far  been  proved 
between  the  two  branches. 

Of  the  four  sons  of  Thomas  Fitch  of  Bocking,  Thomas  and  Joseph  appear 
in  America  in  1651  among  the  party  of  founders  of  Norwalk,  Conn.,  while 
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their  younger  brother,  Rev.  James  Fitch,  who  with  his  father-in-law,  Major 
General  John  Mason,  founded  Norwich  and  Lebanon,  Conn.,  came  to  America 
in  1638  at  the  age  of  16. 

The  fourth  of  the  brothers  to  come  to  America  was  Samuel  Fitch,  who 
in  1650  was  engaged  to  keep  the  school  at  Hartford,  Conn. 

From  these  four  brothers,  direct  descendants  of  the  ancient  armorial 
Fitch  family  of  Linsell,  Essex,  England,  whose  ancestry  is  traced  back  to 
John  Fytche  of  Fytche  Castle,  1294,  are  descended  a  sturdy  race  of  adven¬ 
turous  American  pioneers  who  ever  pressed  against  and  pushed  back  the 
wilderness. 

The  eldest  son  of  Rev.  James  Fitch  was  Maj.-Gen.  James  Fitch  II,  earliest 
patron  of  Yale  University,  to  which  he  gave  the  glass  and  nails  for  its  first 
edifice,  and  (1701)  an  endowment  of  637  acres  of  land,  which  ensured  its 
permanent  establishment.  The  Fitch  Gateway  of  the  beautiful  Harkness 
Memorial  Building  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  is  dedicated  to  his  memory. 

Descended  from  Rev.  James  Fitch  were  Dr.  Ebenezer  Fitch,  first  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Williams  College,  Clyde  Fitch,  America’s  foremost  dramatist,  and 
U.  S.  Senator  Graham  Newell  Fitch,  of  Indiana.  Flis  great-grandson,  Lieut. 
Graham  Newell  Fitch,  led  the  entombed  survivors  of  the  S-4  Submarine 
disaster  and  died  a  hero  on  the  ocean  floor. 

John  Fitch,  inventor  of  the  steamboat,  was  the  great  grandson  of  Joseph 
Fitch,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  of  Norwalk  and  Windsor,  Conn. 

From  Thomas  Fitch,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  Norwalk,  were  descended 
Governor  Thomas  Fitch,  Colonial  Governor  of  Connecticut  (1754-1766)  and 
the  latter’s  eldest  son,  Col.  Thomas  Fitch,  the  original  “Yankee  Doodle,” 
who  commanded  the  four  New  England  regiments  in  the  French  and  Indian 
War. 

Hinman,  the  noted  historian,  says,  "The  Fitch  Family  did  more  for 
schools  and  schooling  in  the  early  settlements,  than  any  other,  except  Governor 
Hopkins.’’ 

The  Constitution  and  list  of  Officers  of  the  Fitch  Family  Association 
is  stated  at  the  beginning. 

There  may  be  many  other  descendants  of  the  Fitch  Family  whose  names 
we  have  not  received,  and  there  also  may  be  other  descendants  who  through 
inter-marriage  do  not  bear  the  name  of  Fitch.  You  may  help  the  Associa¬ 
tion  by  sending  their  names  and  addresses  to  the  Secretary. 
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